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state is becoming managerially superior
to the official Sri Lankan state.

ON DA VINCI CODE, AGAIN

| thank Douglas Fernando for his criti-
cism of my piece on the Da Vinci Code
in last month's issue of Sannasa. If
Douglas had read the book, he would
not have made the charge that Dan
Brown was contemptuous of Jesus
Christ. On the contrary, Jesus Christ is
hailed in the novel as a great spiritual
leader who did immense good to
humans. The central point Dan Brown
makes is that there is adequate evi-
dence to conclude that Jesus was not
divine as the church has made him out
to be but that he was a human being as
Buddha or Mohammed, for instance
were. It is also pointed out that Jesus
was married to Mary Magdalene and
that he had an issue off her so that a
holy bloodline had been left behind. This
in fact is an old story about Jesus Christ
with the difference that Dan Brown cites
evidence on behalf of the theory. These
are issues that have to be settled by
looking at the facts; not by emotion or
blind faith. | did not take sides on the
issues but simply pointed out that any
religion or system of beliefs has to be
open to different interpretations by free-
thinking individuals. Douglas obviously
differs from this view and he prefers to
allow beliefs untouched. He supports the
banning of the movie. Billions of people
build around themselves mental and
emotional prisons and prefer to live their
lives within these bars. | am not one of
them. | like to try and set my mind free
and roam to discover the truth rather
than allow myself to be conditioned by
systems of belief that | have inherited.
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