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had been exchanged or bought/sold,

all credit-card transactions, mobile

phone, SIM card beneficiaries, gifts to

cousins and email records, what pho-

tos were in their cameras, with whom,

etc. Those Muslims living in the West,

visiting their countries of origin are

also often profiled (CIA agents,

spies).

Most migrants from the Middle East

already know that the West has con-

sistently exploited their countries for

many decades. The US also has a

unique record of invading countries,

killing millions upon millions of inno-

cent men, women and children, and

leaving behind, utter devastation and

chaos, if not anarchy and mayhem, if

they do not succeed in installing a

puppet regime to milk their national

wealth for the future. So, when ordi-

nary citizens suffer injustices at the

hands of their own people, they know

why. Unlike in the West, "freedom

isn’t free, and peace is not pretty".

Imagine a new Muslim employee in a

Western workplace. What could be

termed an achievement simply gain-

ing acceptance over less suitable

locals in these unfortunate times, he

faces many ordeals to survive.

Imagine if Dr Haneef decided to

remain here. His every move could

be watched with suspicion. Imagine

him attempting to sit down for a meal

at the canteen. Imagine the unfriendly

stares, people removing themselves

from around him, not quite so surrep-

titiously either.

Imagine trying to enrol their child at

the local school. Imagine the taunts

and insults mindlessly hurled by the

schoolyard bullies. Imagine having to

deal with a heart-broken child refus-

ing to leave the warmth of her mother

to battle the ordeal of school. Imagine

being admitted to hospital as a veiled,

obviously Muslim woman. What

assurance do they have, of fair treat-

ment? Imagine the consequences in

terms of alienation. To these people,

which global personality would seem

like an ultimate saviour? 

In countries where citizens or non-citi-

zens could be detained indefinitely

without charges, where "extra-ordi-

nary" "renditions" are made to covert

torture centres, where phone lines

are now routinely and illegally tapped

for "chatter", where national leaders

lie through their teeth and invade

countries or escape public outrage,

and the public is willing to compro-

mise civil liberties "in order to combat

terror", and where they accept the

erosion of democracy at home while

it is spread abroad by bombs and the

terror of war, ("be nice to America or

we’ll bring democracy to your coun-

try") these people seem to justify and

condone the worst crimes against

humanity simply so that their lives are

not endangered by the remote possi-

bility of a "terror" incident.

If we take the last fifty years of global

history, it would be very easy to esti-

mate who has killed how many peo-

ple. We must never forget events like

Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Vietnam,

Cambodia, Afghanistan and Iraq,

when comparing with New York,

Madrid, Bali or London. Our compas-

sion must extend to the unacknowl-

edged victims of incidents like 9-11,

all those doctors, workers, engineers,

architects, accountants, teachers,

dentists, lawyers and business peo-

ple, whose continued suffering will

only exacerbate the misery of our

times if allowed to be ignored or for-

gotten.
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